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REPORT 
THE COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED 
TO INQUIRE INTO THE EXPEDIENCY 
OF 
ALLOWINGANADDITIONALYUDGE 
TO THI: 
MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY, 
TO 
RESIDE IN MADISON COUNTY, 
JANUARY 25, 1810. 
Read. and committed to a committee of the whole house 00 
the bill .:xtending the right of suffrage to the citizens of 
Madison county, in the Mississippi territory. 
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The committee to whom <[vas referred a reso-
lution if the house if representatives, to in-
quire znto the expediency if allowing an ad-
ditional judge to the MississipjJi territory, to 
reside in Madison county, and to have the 
same powers with those granted by law, to 
the judge if Washington county, in said 
territory. '. 
REPORT: 
THAT the county of Madison, in the 
Mississippi territory, is situated on the north 
side of Tennessee riv.er, above the great bend 
in said river, ,about four 'hundred miles from 
Natchez; that it .appeal's'td your committee, 
by a letter from Tholnas Freeman, esqilire, 
to the secretary of tl~e tr,easnry, bearing date 
the 21st Augus't; 1808, thai the number of fa. 
milies residing in , said county, at that time, 
were estimated at about ,one thuusand, and 
that emigrants from Tennessee, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, Georgia, and other parts of 
the union, were daily coming in :md viewing 
land for the purpose of making settlements. 
Your committee are further informed, by a 
memorial from the legislative council and 
house of· representatives of the said 'territory, 
• , 
• 
that there is no court of criminal jurisdiction 
in said county, having authority to punish of ... 
fenders against the laws of the United States, 
or of the territory; that the territorial judges, 
who reside in the neighbourhood of Natchez, 
cannot perform the duties already incumbent 
on them, without much labor and fatigue, and 
that the extensive wilderness, which separates 
the settlements in Madison county, from those 
on the river l\1ississippi, render it impracticable 
for the present judges ' to attend for the pur-
pose of holding courts in that county. Under 
these circumstances, it appears to your com-
mittee, that without the interposition of legis-
lative aid, the inhabitants of this new and 
growing section of the territOl:y will be left in 
a state of nature, without any competent au-
thority to punish the violators of the peace 
and order of society, or to administer justice 
between man and man, in redressing private 
wrongs and injuries. To remedy the incon-
veniencies incident to a situation so pregnant 
with mischief, and so destructive of that de .. 
corum which ought to be preserv~d in ever:y 
well regulated community, your committee 
r~spectfully submit the following resolution: . 
Resolved, That it is expedient to authorize 
the president of the United States, ,by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate, to 
appoint an additIOnal judge in the Mi~sissippi 
territory, to, reside in the county oJ Madison, 
and to have the same, compensation and pow-
ers, as are gra nted by law to the judge of 
\Vashington county, in said territory. 
